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MENA Tourism Travel Trends 2024 – spending closer to home within the region 
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Tourism spending shares shift 

closer to home

Source: Data and Services, Master Card 

In 2024, travelers leaving the MENA region are increasingly strategic with where 

and when they travel.

With North America’s relatively higher prices, travelers from the MENA region are 

increasingly reallocating their lodging spend closer to home within the region with 

an increase share of lodging sales by 2 percentage points in 2024 over 2019.

According to Mastercard Economics Institute analysis, MENA travelers are 

shopping far more for apparel intra-regionally, with an approximate 10 percentage 

point increase in the share of clothing spend within the Middle East.
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Intraregional Travel is the second-largest 

opportunity after domestic travel, and is growing

Source: McKinsey 
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Growing number of tourist and there has been an

increasing popularity for trips that include a taste of

culture, architecture, & cuisines, cruises and other

new modes of travel, and exhilarating, adrenaline-

driven activities, especially among younger travelers.

The rising trend of access instead of 

acquisition and experiences instead 

of possession drives Luxury Travel  

The Middle East luxury travel market size was

estimated at USD 53.02 billion in 2023 and is expected

to grow at a CAGR of 5.5% from 2024 to 2030.

Source: Mastercard  
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GCC Market Overview: Demographics  
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Country Capital City 
Population 

(Million)

Population 

% by 

Citizens 

Population 

% by 

Foreign 

Residents 

Bahrain Manama 1.5 47% 53%

Kuwait Kuwait City 4.4 30% 70%

Oman Muscat 4.6 54% 46%

Qatar Doha 2.9 14% 86%

Saudi Arabia Riyadh 36.4 63% 37%

• The GCC’s demographics are characterized by a young and fast-growing population 

(Median age of 25- 27 years)

• A key characteristic of the GCC population is the skew towards males (61%) than females 

(39%), reflecting the large male migrant labour force that lives and works in the region. 

• Saudi Arabia has the largest population, accounting for 60% share of the total GCC 

population, followed by the United Arab Emirates (17%), Oman (9%), Kuwait (7%), Qatar 

(4%) and Bahrain (3%). 
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GCC Outbound Travel Outlook 2025
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The GCC Outbound Tourism market is 

estimated to be valued at USD 75.89 billion 

in 2024 and is expected to reach USD 

127.55 billion by 2031.

CAGR: 7.7% (2024-2031)

Opportunities Drivers Restraints 

New 

Destination 

Exploration 

Increasing 

disposable 

Incomes

Political 

Instability

Growing 

tourism 

infrastructure of 

destinations

Government 

policies 

encouraging 

tourism

Stringent Visa 

Policies of 

destinations

Source: Global Data’s Report 2024
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GCC Inbound & Outbound Key Travel Trends 
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Average length of stay in GCC: 3.46 days

Key Drivers for Foreigners Visitation: 

• Culture & Arts (27%), Gastronomy (13%) and Active 

Wellbeing Pursuits (30%).

• Safety & Climate 

The GCC Outbound Key Characteristics:

Average length of outbound stay: 4.2 days

Key Drivers for Outbound Visitation: 

• Culture & Arts (25%), Gastronomy (12%) and Active 

Wellbeing Pursuits (36%).

• Direct connectivity & Safety

Source: Connecting Travel Report 2024

The GCC Inbound Key Characteristics:



22.01.2025 8

GCC Traveller – Notable Outbound Travel Traits
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Ideal Consumer target segments in the GCC

Arab 

Locals
Expats

• Prefers Luxury, high-end travel and 

convenience 

• Safety and security is the main factor for 

choosing travel destination

• High spending capacity

• Highly influenced by family, word of 

mouth, social media and popular trends 

while choosing a destination

• Seeking new international 

destinations

• Opportunities for experiential 

travel

• Highly influenced by travel 

package pricing, promotions 

and social media trends while 

choosing a destination
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GCC traveller segments

Family travelers: Middle East travelers like to take at least one trip every year as a family, if not more. Often, family

travel includes not only one’s family but is rather more multi-generational, including grandparents, cousins, and

siblings. Though bookings are often made for each of these family units separately, they all meet at the destination

and stay together.

Weekend travelers: These are more frequent travelers and use every long weekend opportunity to travel and explore

destinations at shorter distances. They are looking for a quick break from the routine & mundane of life. They travel

with their families or friends and enjoy nightlife, sightseeing, and indulging in shopping.

Niche: These travel for sports, adventure, events and festivals and Czechia is the perfect match offering all these

experiences. These travel to either participate or attend a specific event or activity such as a sports tournament, music

festival, art exhibition etc.

Residents: These are individuals who are citizens of other counties who reside & work in Dubai, they travel for

various reasons and a major large segments of the UAE population. They travel for business, weekend trips, sports,

events etc.
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Czechia for GCC Travellers

In 2024 1Q-3Q, 28,063 and 17,856 guests arrived from KSA ( 4.57 days) and UAE (3.70 days) 

respectively (Tourdata)

https://tourdata.cz/data/navstevnost-huz-2012-2022/
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Airline Connectivity 

Czechia is connected very well in the GCC region 

through main local airlines

• Emirates Airline

• Etihad Airways (from June 2025)

• Qatar Airways

• Flydubai

• Smartwings

• Air Arabia

• Flynas- seasonal 

• Jazeera- seasonal 

• Salam Air- seasonal 
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Key Products promoted in the GCC

• Spa & Wellness  

• Family Holiday

• Adventure & Outdoor 

• Christmas Markets 

• Shopping 

• MICE 

• Niche experiences – Golf

• Winter Activities
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Key packages promoted in the GCC 

• The travel packages for Czechia in the market 

entail operators 5N6D with an approx. cost of  AED 

8000 – 9000  wellness packages and 2N3D Central 

European packages for AED 4000 -5000

• Most of the Itineraries include spa regions or the 

packages are combined as golden triangle with 

Prague, Budapest and Vienna

Agency Country Packages Link 

Al Rais Travel UAE Spa https://alraisholidays.com/tour/karlovy-vary-wellness-packages/

Al Rais Travel UAE Leisure https://alraisholidays.com/tour/prague-city-break-package/

Cozmo Travel UAE Leisure https://www.gocozmo.com/package/eastern-europe-tour-package-3510443#

Travel Wings UAE Leisure https://www.travelwings.com/ae/en/holidays/an-enigmatic-piece-of-eastern-europe.html

Al Tayer Holidays UAE Leisure https://www.altayer-travel.com/holidays-packages/italy/best-of-czech-republic-4003

Akbar Holidays UAE Leisure https://www.akbartravels.com/ae/holidays/international-tour-packages/czech-republic-tour-packages

AFC Holidays UAE Leisure https://www.afcholidays.com/tourpagenew?tour=Affordable%20Eastern%20Europe-2333&deal=TD

Atlantis Holidays UAE Lesiure-Offline https://atlantisholidays.com/destinations/all?locale=en

Asian Air Travel UAE Lesiure- Offline https://asiantraveltours.com/

International Travel Services UAE Leisure https://itstraveldxb.com/package/glimpses-of-east-europe/

Kanoo Travel UAE Lesiyre- Offline https://packages.kanootravel.com/DynamicPackageSearchResult.aspx

Safar Travel UAE Leisure https://www.safar.ae/tour-item/golden-triangle/

South Travels UAE Leisure https://southtravels.com/holidays/czech-republic

House of Tours UAE Leisure https://www.houseoftours.com/holidays/czech%20republic-tour-packages/seductiveprague-tour-package

Wego UAE Lesiure https://www.wego.ae/en/flights/dxb/cz/cheapest-flights-from-dubai-to-czech-republic

Al Mosafer Travel UAE Leisure https://www.almosafer.com/en/travel/flights/flights-to-prague-prg

Go Kite Travel UAE Leisure https://www.gokite.travel/popular-destinations/prague-tour-package-from-dubai/

Al Masood Travel UAE Leisure https://www.almasaoodtravel.com/hot-destinations/europe/czech-republic/

Emirates Holidays UAE Leisure https://www.emiratesholidays.com/ae_en/destination/europe/czech-republic

Holiday Factory UAE Leisure https://www.holiday-factory.com/crazydeals/prague-vienna-budapest-winter-fz

Laurus Mice Management UAE MICE & Lesiure Our Services - Laurus Travel Solutions (laurusmm.com)

Vacation Krafters UAE MICE & Lesiure Vacation Krafters

Uranus Travel UAE MICE & Lesiure https://www.uranustravel.com/mice

Qatar Airways Holidays Qatar Leisure https://www.qatarairwaysholidays.com/bh-en/destinations/europe/czech-republic/

Regency Holidays Qatar Leisure/Spa/ Wellness https://www.regencyholidays.com/    (Please refer to the attached packages screenshot promoted via their SM channels)

Overseas Travel Bureau Qatar Leisure https://overseas-travel.travel/search-tours/

Mannai Travel Qatar Leisure- Offline https://mannai.com/activities/travel/

Tawfeeq Travel Qatar Leisure- Offline https://www.tawfeeqtravel.com/tawfeeq-holidays/

Orbit Travel & Tours Qatar Leisure https://orbitqatar.com/easterneurope%2Fcentralasia

Rayan Travel and Tours Qatar Leisure http://www.flyrayan.com/services

DuniaAlrehlat KSA Leisure/Spa https://www.duniaalrehlat.com.sa/

Elite Holidays KSA Leisure https://eliteholidays.sa/packages/czech-republic-vip-wellness-package/

Almosafer KSA Leisure https://www.almosafer.com/ar

Almosafer KSA Leisure https://www.almosafer.com/ar

Al Muayed Travel KSA Lesiure https://almuayed.com/index.php/hotel/search/2473?city=Prague+%28Czech+Republic%29&hotel_destination=24438&hotel_checkin=23-01-2024&hotel_checkout=30-01-2024&rooms=1&adult%5B%5D=2&child%5B%5D=0&childAge_1%5B%5D=1&childAge_1%5B%5D=1&location=&radius=1&latitude=&longitude=&countrycode=&search_type=city_search

World Wide Travel & Tourism KSA Leisure https://www.wttsaudia.com/europe/czechrepublic-tour-packages.php

Akbar Travels KSA Lesiure https://www.akbartravels.com/sa/holidays/international-tour-packages/czech-republic-tour-packages

Saudi Arabia Tours.Net KSA Lesiure https://saudiarabiatours.net/10-best-czech-republic-tour-operators-travel-companies/

Wego KSA Lesiure https://sa.wego.com/en/flights/sa/cz/cheapest-flights-from-saudi-arabia-to-czech-republic

Mosaid Travel KSA Lesiure- Offline https://mmco.com.sa/mmco-en/mosaid-travel-and-tourism-services/

Beautiful Holiday Travel & Tourism KSA Lesiure -Offline https://www.bhhtravel.com

Al Rajhi Aviation KSA Lesiure https://www.alrajhiaviation.com/en/package/europe/

Portfolio Travel/ BCD Travel KSA MICE http://www.pfs-ksa.com/

Elaf Holidays KSA Lesiure https://elafgroup.com/travel/elaf-holidays/

Rehlat.com- KSA KSA Lesiure https://www.rehlat.com.sa/en?redirect=false&_ga=2.6958775.426333129.1704705015-1720254014.1704705015

Alotla Travel and Tourism KSA Lesiure - Offline https://alotla.com/#home

Owaidah Travel & Tourism KSA Lesiure -Offline http://www.owaidahtravel.com/

Fursan Travel KSA MICE https://fursangroup.com.sa/corp/micevisas.html

Fly Kuwait Tours & Travels Kuwait Lesiure -Offline NA

Kady Holidays Kuwait Lesiure -Offline NA

Sham Tours & Travel Kuwait Lesiure -Offline NA

Orient Express Kuwait Lesiure -Offline https://www.orientexpresstravels.com/

Sama Tour & Travels Co. Kuwait Lesiure -Offline https://www.instagram.com/accounts/login/?next=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.instagram.com%2Fsamatourslb%2F%3Fhl%3Den

Jazeera Airways Kuwait Lesiure -Offline https://www.jazeeraairways.com/en-kw#

Travel Club Kuwait Lesiure -Offline https://www.travelclub.com.kw/

Al Omma Holidays Tourism Kuwait Lesiure -Offline www.saafar.com

Kapico Travels Kuwait Lesiure -Offline https://kapicotravels.com/destinations/

Badur Travel Kuwait Lesiure -Offline https://badurtravel.com/

ITL World Kuwait Lesiure -Offline https://www.itlworld.com/contact-us/

Jumbo Travel Kuwait Lesiure -Offline https://www.jumbotravels.com/

Al- Deera Travel and Tours Kuwait Lesiure -Offline https://www.instagram.com/accounts/login/?next=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.instagram.com%2Faldeeratravelsqatar%2F%3Fhl%3Den

Bahwan Travel Oman Lesiure -Offline https://www.bahwantravels.com/international-tour-packages/multi-country-europe-/mini-europe-(summer-2020)/g1062

Eihab Travel Oman Lesiure -Offline http://www.eihabtravels.com/discover-the-world-details//#1

Khimji's House of Travel Oman Lesiure -Offline https://www.khimjistravel.com/index/#

Mezoon Travel Oman Lesiure -Offline https://www.mezoontourism.com/international-tour-packages.php

OUA Travel Oman Lesiure https://www.ouatravel.com/oua/index.jsf#!/home

Al Hashar Tourism & Travels LLCOman Lesiure https://www.alhashartravels.com/holidays-tours/#cah

Fayeda Travel & Tourism Oman Lesiure -Offline https://fayedatours.com/

Travel Point Oman Leisure https://travelpoint.om/product.php?destination=Czech%20Republic&category=

Bahrain International Travel Bahrain Lesiure -Offline https://flywithbit.com/outbound-packages

Dadabhai Travel & Tours Bahrain Lesiure https://bh.dadabhaitravel.com/dadabhai-holidays/

House of Tours Bahrain Lesiure https://bh.houseoftours.com/

Alwasat Travels Bahrain Lesiure -Offline https://alwasatbooking.co/#

World Travel Service Bahrain Lesiure -Offline https://www.worldtravelservice-bh.com/

Sunshine Tours Bahrain Lesiure -Offline https://www.sunshinetoursbahrain.com/holiday-packages.php
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Strategy to promote Czechia in the market 

• Family 

• Millennials 

• Honeymooners

• Wellness   

• MICE

Primary 

Audience

Secondary 
Audience 
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Foundation Blocks

Strategic Goal

Building Blocks

Product Development

Market Development 

Marketing & Promotions

Drive Tourism Traffic to Czechia

17

Strategy to promote Czechia in the market 
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Sales & 

Distribution

DMC & 

Wholesalers 

(Leisure + MICE) 

Tour Operators

& OTA’s

(Leisure + MICE) 

Travel Agents

(Leisure + MICE) 
Event Planners

Corporates

(MICE) 

Airline & 

Strategic Partner

(Leisure + MICE)

Roadshows Trade Co-ops Trade Fams Trade Workshops Destination Training 

Market Development  - Trade
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Market Development – Media and PR

Strategy

Press 
Releases 

Social Media

Media 
Monitoring

Press 
Conferences

01

02

03

05

04

Press Trips



Work done in the GCC market- 2024
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Unexpected Wellbeing Campaign Launch & Promotions in 2024 – Arab Traveller & Dar Al 

Khaleej 
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Participation at Arabian Travel Market, May 2024 

9 Czech exhibitors, over 46,000 industry professionals representig over 160 

countries, more then 33 000 in 4 days
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Participation at Riyadh Travel Fair, May 2024

23

8 Czech exhibitors, over 30 000 visitors over 3 days
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Travel Trade Networking Evening at Czech Embassy, Riyadh, May 2024  

9 Czech companies, 55 domestic TO, OTA nad medias
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Czechia Travel Trade Day Media and Trade Coverage – 4 TO and 1 media
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Czechia Spa Fam Trip for Saudi Arabia Agents 2024 (8 TO)
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Czechia Advent Press Trip from GCC 2024 (4 media, 2 ifluencers)
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Hotel Beds B2B Campaign 2024 

• Timeline: June to Aug 2024

• Markets: GCC markets

• Audience: +8.000 travel 

advisors in GCC on our retail 

platform Bedsonline.com

• PAX increase to Czechia: 

2.500 PAX. This is +25% 

versus 2023 record year.
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Wego Middle East Digital Campaign 2024

Deliverables: 

-On Wego Display Ads (Web and App): 

600,000 impressions

-Off Wego Display Ads (Web): 142,857 

impressions

-Social Media: Image/Video Posts 700,000 

impressions

-EDMs: 1 Email 300,000 impressions

-Article: 2 Articles

-PR Campaign

-
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Czechia Campaign with Al Mosafer, Saudi Arabia 
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Czechia Campaign with Al Musafir.com, UAE
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Public Relations and Social Media Amplification in Middle East 
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#VisitCzechia Monthly Trade Newsletters 
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Social Media  

1,824 IG followers 
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Upcoming Activities for 2025 (budget 3,5 mil CZK)

Appointment of Czech Tourism Representation office in Middle East, Israel, India

• February 2025 

Czechia Roadshow Qatar, Kuwait, Oman 

• 7 April – 11 April 2025

Arabian Travel Market + B2B workshop (V4)

• 28 April – 1 May 2025

B2B workshop in Riyadh (V4)

• preliminary 4 May 2025

Fam/PressTrips and OTA campaigns

• Q2 – Q4 2025 Dates TBC
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Contact us

Mrs. Barbara Andelová

International marketing manager – new markets

T: +420 731 548 508

E: andelova@czechtourism.gov.cz
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